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Old Films come home to CDF/Cal Fire 

Now owned by Technicolor 

Labs. (read as: IT STILL EX-

ISTED!) A helpful rep from 

their archive explained that 

much of their old vault of film 

elements still remained until 

they could locate and return 

them to their "rightful owners".  

"Division of Forestry" items on 

their shelves. the answer was 

a resounding YES. After sever-

al months of communication 

with the lab, the lawyers and Sac HQ staff, I am PROUD to say that yesterday the 

CDF Museum took possession of 59 containers of both 16mm and 35mm film and 

film elements from CDF produced films from the 60s and early 70s! Hurrah!! (7 big 

boxes of film boxes, film cans and a couple magnetic tape sound reels) Includ-

ing...yes, Countdown to Calamity.  Thanks to Cal Fire staff, Chief McLean and all 

who continue to support the museum's efforts! …. Libby Groom spearheaded this 

effort to retrieve  the old CDF films ….. Libby Thank You Very Much 
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Their intent was to use this information to prepare a budget request and to conduct a wide campaign of 

public education. The plan was prepared within a month’s time and taken before the Board for practical 

modifications. Board member Wendell Robie, a lumberman of Auburn, was the champion of the eventual 

supplemental budget bill which appeared at the legislative session of January 1939. The very conservative 

Frank F. Merriam was Governor. And the General Fund deficit was steadily becoming larger in the contin-

uing  Depression. In the regular biennial budget proposed for 1939-41 a total of $1,430,000 was requested  

for fire protection during the two year period. The Supplemental Budget Bill called for an additional 

$2,003,245. (Within this total was a specified $291,495 for allotment to the five independent county fire 

departments). 

  The special measure was killed by the Senate after suffering a severe money reduction in the Assembly. 

Yet one of the goals of the Board had probably been accomplished. The shock of such a demand must have 

had some of thee desired educational effect. And the next Legislature was required to face up to the same 

insistent demand.  

Fire Plan of 1940 

 In the fall of 1938 California voters switched from their generations of Republican allegiance and elected 

Democrat Culbert L. Olsen as Governor. The Great Depression had not departed but it was waning. Its 

burden of debt was still mounting. A complete new Board of Forestry and new Director of Natural Re-

sources were appointed. A new command also brought a general shaking up of administrative processes 

and the repetition od a demand for a thorough plan and firm policy for meeting the wildland fire control 

problem. The new board went a step further and named a for man committee of staff and field employees 

to prepare the plan.* Deputy Director Warner L. Marsh and the young and impulsive Board Chairman, 

Carl Sugar, instigated and pushed the development of the plan as well as its exposure to the public. The 

committee prepared maps showing fire behavior patterns, areas covered by lookout observation, and travel 

time estimates from existing and proposed suppression crew bases. The very independent rangers were 

called into conferences by regions. Six regions were designated by the committee because of their individ-

ual topographic and climatic consistency. The committee later recommended the creation of Division ad-

ministrative districts of identical description to supplant the loose confederation of county ranger units. But 

they received no support from the State Forester in this respect.  

______________ 

*Named chairman was Forest Technician C.R. Clar who had been continuously engaged in this project from its practical incep-

tion with the advent of the Sanford Plan in 1931. Other members were E.T. Barron, the Assistant Fire Chief, Rangers C.L. 

Metcalf and Jesse Graves. E.S. Miller replaced Graves in 1941. 

By 

C. Raymond Clar 
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  During 1939, the fine details of an “adequate” fire protection system were hammered out across the con-

ference tables and into the nights in numerous hotel rooms by men who for decades had devoted most of 

their waking hours to the subject.  

The chairmen held doggedly to two simple concepts.  First, the idea seemed clearly reasonable   that a con-

sistent designation of area need should be indicated by types and number of units in the planned protection 

system, as modified by climate, geography, and the local fire problem. Bit it was difficult for some partici-

pants to attack this practical problem with an utter disregard for the sources of funds that would turn the 

plan into reality.   

 The second concept required a strict segregation of State responsibility from that of any other entity, gov-

ernment or private, and the use of State money to meet that responsibility. This proposition generally was 

met with silence, probably because of a lack of comprehension. Few remembered that the original pure 

concept of the Stanford Plan had quickly foundered on that same administrative –economic shoal.  

 The complement to this theory proposed that the county could, entirely of its free will, augment the State 

effort for any specified fire protection purpose. Firetrucks and drivers would be maintained by the State 

during the winter months, and any number of patrolmen or rural fire stations would be maintained during 

any time period, all as specified and paid for by the county.  

It would seem that such a simple, business-like concept would be generality approved and adopted with 

little question. But what must be recognized is that such a specification of organizational details, including 

the establishment of administrative districts, meant placing a check-rein on the independent and self-

sufficient field rangers who had heretofore stool midway between the distant boss in Sacramento and the 

county supervisors. The Board of Forestry enthusiastically accepted the proposed plan and budgeting con-

cept, and the Clar Plan. Representatives of Los Angeles County registered disapproval because, as they sid 

quite accurately, that area had been disregarded. The Board then instructed the planning committee to con-

sider the needs of the five non-Division county agencies, using the same standards of protection through-

out.   

 This was done, but not with enthusiasm. The committee reported confidentially to the State Forester that 

State standards could not satisfy the desires or meet actual expenditure standards of the non-Division units. 

Most of those independent county units were spending considerably more per acre for fire protection than 

was the State elsewhere on land that might be judged of similar importance. But who was to say what por-

tion of that expenditure was, in good faith, actually spent to protect the wildland values and what portion to 

protect the industrial and suburban investments.  

 At this time the relative portions of State and private timber-watershed lands protected by agencies was as 

follows: five non-Division agencies, 6.1 percent; U.S. Forest Service, 29.2 percent; Division of Forestry, 

64.7 percent.  

 In brief then, this planning committee, secure in the support of the Director of Natural Resources and the 

Board of Forestry, was willing and anxious to build and administrative and policy structure which would 

bind together the loose elements within the Division, and set forth the explicit responsibility of State Gov-

ernment within the Division of Forestry area. But in respect to non-Division agencies it felt it had neither 

the time nor prestige to recommend a policy format in a game the rules of which could be as elusive as the 

whims of the next legislature. 
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 The committee recommended , and the administration endorsed the continuation of the current zone-

unit (Sanford Plan) method of allotting funds to the non-Division agencies, plus such federal aid as their 

individual  expenditures might earn. 

 The General Fund deficit was approaching a low of 68 million dollars, Republicans within and outside 

the Legislature were keeping the some times inept Governor Olson off balance. A shadow of impending 

war was darkening the land. Military camps and war industries were causing concentrations of popula-

tions, especially in trailer camps. A military aircraft warning system was developed and the Division of 

Forestry was quietly enveloped in serious plans to effectuate this service if it became necessary. Plans 

also proposed that the Division be prepared to assume statewide fire dispatching and standby fire protec-

tion on the periphery of cities and vital industries. In September of 1941 a State Council of Defense was 

created by stature. The Division’s Fire Plan of 1940 stood forth by this time as a solid and framework, a 

fire protection bulwark against the very real thread contained in enemy attack by sea or from internal 

sabotage.  

 In the fall of 1939, deputy Director Marsh intended that every legislator and leading citizen should, by 

the time the 1941 legislature session assembled, know what was meant by the State Fire Plan. 

 To this end he persuaded the State Chamber of Commerce to sponsor dinner meetings , if not the Plan. 

Throughout the fall and spring, from Yreka to San Diego these expositions of maps, statistics and de-

clared needs were taken before the public in two dozen meetings. Occasionally the routine of the      

medicine show warmed into a debate of issues; and this was all to the good. The program was essentially 

educational. 

 During this period, the Division organization was annually responding to about 5,000 fires, of which 

roughly half occurred within the timber-watershed area. It boasted some 230 regular personnel and 

around 800 seasonal employees, with 330 pieces of motorized equipment of which half were water-

carrying firetrucks. Seven bulldozers and a smattering of high frequency radios new to talk about. The 

Civilian Conservation Corps had played a great role in fire-fighting as well as construction. But in 1940 , 

on orders from Washington, that source of labor was being withdrawn as a first attack element. 

 A special legislative session was called in 1940 principally because of great winter flood damage 

throughout the State. The Division of Forestry asked for $883,608 to start augmenting the Fire Plan and 

to offset the loss of CCC first attack assistance. The Legislature granted $300,000. From this sum , 38 

new chassis and equipment for firetruck fabrication was acquired. 

 The Fire Plan of 1940 required something more than three million dollars to level off the “adequate” 

fire protection system for State and private timber and watershed land. It was intended that this total be 

reached over three biennial periods. So into the legislative hopper of January 1940 went another substan-

tial supplemental money request for the Division of Forestry. The sum printed on the bill said 

$1,171,505. By this time the regular two-year Division budget had risen to a half million dollars more 

than this requested supplement.  

 This Legislature was harassed by two winters of damaging floods, increasing pressures of potential war-

fare, and the heaviest debt on record. It quickly quashed the supplemental request. However, there was 

appropriated a quarter million dollar fire emergency contingent fund to be made available as deemed 

necessary by the Director of Finance. 

 Also, four supplementary appropriations were made. More than $48,000 was granted to repair flood 
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damaged Division roads and trails, and a $50,000 was for cooperative blister rust control. Two items per-

tained to fire ; $105,404 was specifically appropriated to meet the concentrated problems around “vital 

national defense activities”, and $100,000 was to reduce the shock of the repeal of the Compulsory Patrol 

Act of 1923.       

Fire Disaster Plan and Pearl Harbor 

The field forces of the California Division of Forestry were beginning to recuperate by the end of No-

vember after attacking 7,547 fires of all descriptions during the fire season of 1941. Practically all of the 

thousand or so seasonal firefighters, crew cooks, and lookout observers were of the payroll.  

 As part of the comprehensive civil defense preparations against sabotage, offshore bombing or invasion, 

a statewide California Fire Disaster Plan was created. Fifteen mutual aid districts were delineated and co-

ordinating officers were elected by and from among all agency fire chiefs. State Rangers occupied many 

of these honorary positions. The Division’s statewide network of radio and more than 2,000 miles of in-

dependent telephone line, in company with a tested dispatch procedure, caused this system to be selected 

as the supreme emergency fire dispatch system. 

 The Board of Fire Underwriters of the Pacific was certainly an influential force in bring about such an 

entirely sensible plan for cooperation among agents not commonly known for relinquishing local privi-

leges and prerogatives. Yet the military people were quite insistent that civilian agencies should make 

themselves competent to handle potential civilian problems. These were very serious times. 

 The point of the moment in respect to the State forestry organization is that it was absorbed into the great 

war defense movement, where residential and industrial protection, while not emphasized as such, was 

certainly not subordinate to the general values of watershed and timber.  

 On the evening of December 7, 1941, orders were issued from the State Forester for the occupation of 

some 30 specified lookout stations to warn against enemy aircraft. Firetrucks were manned and made 

ready for standing by the periphery bomb targets. A 24 hour team of dispatchers was placed in the central 

dispatch office in Sacramento.* 

 Director Kenneth Fulton of Natural Resources was equal to the occasion. He instructed staff personnel to 

forget dollars and prepare an asking budget for all that was needed to meet the tremendous new burden 

which would certainly be thrust upon the State organization. When the Legislature met on December 19, 

the sum of $6,871,017 was requested for the remaining 18 months of the biennium. This sum did not in-

clude 120 aircraft warning observers to be maintained from special military funds. 

 The Director of Finance was much opposed to such a fantastic appropriation for this one agency. This 

sum was considerably more than the total war-caused needs requested by 22 other State departments. But 

Fulton would not yield even though he could not swing the Governor to his side.  

—————————  

This writer had assumed the Title of Chief Deputy State Forester seven months earlier, and with it the prime responsibility for 

Division of Forestry operations. By December the regular fire suppression funds had been expended and the actions described 

above soon created a $38,000 deficit. Before an inquiring Senate Committee his embarrassment was relieved when Attorney 

General Earl Warren commended the action taken under the circumstances.                                                                



The Legislature did appropriate and the Governor on January 28, 1942 signed the bill granting 

$4,022,700 for the remainder of the calendar year . The appropriation was broken into five items of 

which one referred to $128,057 for non-Division agencies. Also there was money to be allotted to 

augment dispatch service and for the maintenance of a motor pool of men and firetrucks under Divi-

sion supervision near metropolitan centers.  

   It is interesting to note that during 1942 the State Forester executed five separate cooperative agree-

ments for wildland fire protection with Lo Angeles County. Through these agreements the sum of 

$114,785 was transferred to the use of the County Forester and Firewarden.  

 The wartime activities of the forestry agencies is an exciting story in itself. There were, for example, 

the Japanese incendiary balloon incidents, and the subsequent military “firefly” camps established to 

work under the direction of forest officers because of the anticipated increase in fires. There was a 

very substantial use of troops from training camps and prison crews taken directly from penal institu-

tions. Nearly 600,000 acres of land under Division protection burned during 1942, but this  could be 

charged primarily to prolonged adverse fire weather, especially in southern California.  

A Policy Structure both Firm and Flexible 

 The physical expansion and accomplishments of the Division of Forestry during three years of the 

war adventure was remarkable in its dimensions. However, the aspect bearing most importantly upon 

the broad State policy is to be observed in the fact that State money had been made available to such 

an extent that all of the essential features of a full blown idea plan could be implemented in fact. 

There was never a complete and total manning of all the ramparts, but the reason lay in the difficulty 

of acquiring personnel in competition with the military and the war industries. Federal money had 

been made available through usual channels, and by a of deficiency appropriations made by Congress.  

County cooperation was maintained without any considerable change due to the War. 

 Some State fiscal experts declared flatly that the Division was enjoying only a very limited taste of 

luxury and had better not get use to it. Forestry officials declared that the Plan of 1940 had been 

demonstrated to the people for its full worth and was to stay. And that is essentially what has oc-

curred. 

 In 1943 Earl Warren took office as Governor. He had a great many things to do before he could con-

centrate upon the Department of Natural Resources. A staff member of the Department of Finance 

who had been a general overseer in this field was appointed as Director of Natural Resources. Wil-

liam H. Moore, in somewhat of a caretaker’s position far a year’s time, was well acquainted with the 

concept of the Clar Plan. Now with the recent planning committee chairman already employed as his 

assistant, Director Moore did not dallywith any niceties of protocol or politics.  

 Six administrative districts were created and placed under the supervision of a Deputy State Forester 

during May of 1943. The Chief Deputy State Forester was sent around the State to inform the boards 

of supervisors that henceforth the State Division of Forestry would give such fire protection to the 

delineated State and privately owned timber and watershed lands as a specified number of fire crews 

and other facilities would provide. And also, whenever necessary the State would pay such emergen-
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 cy fire fighting costs as might be deemed proper by the State. And further, the State would augment its 

forces to any extent and manner desired by the county reimbursed for the actual cost of service provid-

ed, plus a five percent administration fee. 

 As can well be imagined, such a brusque and business-like presentation caused a certain amount of 

doubt and antagonism, especially when voiced by an unknown official from Sacramento instead of their 

well known local resident, the State Ranger. 

 Early in 1944, General Warren T. Hannum (U.S.A. ret.) was appointed Director, and with him DeWitt 

Nelson as his deputy. The vigorous “Swede” Nelson became State Forester a year later. The much re-

spected and active citizen of Los Angeles, William S. Rosecrans, became chairman of the Board of For-

estry and remained so for 14 years. The Division of Forestry now moved rapidly into new forestry pro-

grams and solidified others that had been attempted under the Olson administration. Vital laws were en-

acted. For example, the policy of having the Board “classify” the lands whereon the State would assume 

primary financial responsibility for forest fire protection was set forth in a statute of 1945. 

 One of the most valuable actions taken to eliminate a cause of almost continuous bickering is found in 

another act of 1945 wherein it was declared that all monies flowing to the State of California by virtue 

of the Clarke-McNary Act shall be paid into the General Fund of the State. Very probably Legislative 

Auditor Vandegrift  could have related the history of this particular legislation if he had been so          

inclined . 

 The problem of illegal or unregulated burning of brush land was attacked and the emotional pressure 

quite generally reduced by some compromise, some State assistance, much mutual goodwill, and by the 

good fortune of new developments in heavy machinery and useful chemicals which could be used with 

fire applied under control. 

In 1945 four camps of wards in the custody of the newly created California Youth Authority were estab-

lished. In these camps, custodial officials handled camp management and housekeeping while State   

forest officers organized and directed work crews. The following year,  camps of selected adult prison-

ers were established. This joint Conservation Camp Program has been highly successful, both in its re-

habilitative aspects and in in the conservation of natural resources. There are currently some 2700 in-

mates and wards in these camps.  

 By the fire season of 1946, State Forester Nelson and his staff were able to come up with an amiable 

agreement with the independent county fire departments upon the use of “fire plan units” as the measure 

of dollars to be allotted by the State for the protection of “State responsibility” area in the respective 

county. The Actual allotment is represented by an item the full Division budget presented to the Legisla-

ture. Actual appropriations to Division and “contact” agencies are kept in direct proportion. 

 Flexibility and independence of the county fire departments is permitted in respect to actual field instal-

lations as long as these operating fire protection units equal or exceed the planned level of protection 

within the timber-watershed lands. Such a requirement is largely theoretical in view of the local fire pro-

tection systems developed by the counties. However, there is always a strong prevailing local influence 

in a populated area would be toward structural and industrial fire protection to the possible detriment of 

the wildland values. 

Continued on page 13 



The Museum Committee appreciates those who have donated during 2018. 

Gary Aguilar, Ken Alford, Lennie Baker, Glenn Bayless, Bill Britton, David Buck, 

Patricia Burke, Duane Chamlee, Rod Delgado, Hank Epling, Robert Ford, Carl 

Garrity, Dale Geldert, Ken Gilbert, James Grammer, Sharlene Harkness, Pam 

Herold, Robert Innes, Steve Jones, Bill Keen, Mike Klaesson, Donna Lewis, 

Laura Lewis, Rosemarie Miller, Bill Moss, Chuck Muller, Don Paulsen, Kim Pen-

nington, Johnathon Ruskovich,, Evelyn Armenta-Santillan,  Ralph Titus, Robert 

Tofson, Beverly Trammell, Clint Vance, Hank Weston, Brian Weatherford, Charles 

White, Inland Empire Fire Safe Alliance 

 

Are you on  the hunt  for something? Email us and we’ll post it here for just $5 for four issues.  

 

8’ x 22’ trailer with tandem axel to haul 1929 Ford Model AA Fire Truck. Contact Museum at 909-881-6984.  

N a m e d  g i f t s  

D o n a t i o n s  
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The Bud Lewis Engine is supported by: Donna Lewis, Jack Elder 

and Laura Lewis 
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Corporation  

We are a Corporation in the 

State of  California.  

We have our 501C (3)   

5 year letter  from the Internal 

Revenue Service and the    

Franchise Tax Board                   

The Big Jimmy is supported by: 

Lennie Baker, John Hess, Mickey Hess, Bob Robeson Don  

Russell and Bill Welch 

To contribute to a display or another engine that is not listed here, please contact the museum. 
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Retiree’s who have signed up for payroll deduction  

  Ed Almeda, Tom Andreas, David Avila, Lennie Baker, Troy Baker, John Barbour, Jim Barta, Linda Batchelor,  Virginia Belcher,  

Larry Benson, Tom Berry, Doug Blangsted, Russ Bockhop, Walt Bolster, Carol Bouchard, Don Brooks, Jon Brothers, Larry Brown, 

John Bruno, Bill Buchko,  Bob Burkett, Rod Bywater, Ron Bywater, Mark Carlson, Larry Caughlan, Ernie Ceja, Duane Chamlee, 

Ernylee Chamlee, Bill Christen, Frank Clark, Jack Clarke, Gerald Coalson, Bob Cole, Larry Cowger, Bill Christen, Len Cudney, Mona 

Curtis,  Steve Dale, Lou Daniel, Jeff Davis, Sam Davis, Rod Delgado, Mike Del Puppo, Dan Dinneen, Reno DiTullio, Will Don-

aldson, Dave Dougherty, Mike Dowd, Steve Drake, Herb Drumm, Cliff Dulcich, Wayne Dunham, Kevin Eggleston, Larry Erickson, 

Don Escher, Joanne Evans, Ron Faulkner, Steve Fennell, Mike Fernandez, Pat Filbin, Mary Flake, Fred Flores, Dick Ford, Sunnie 

Fronek, Bruce Fosdike, Greg Furey, Duane Gaddy, Jim Gahagan, Tom Gardner, Roy Geer, Larry German, Jerry Glover, Dick Goings, 

Dave Goldemberg, Rich Green, Robert Green, John Gruber, Peter Grzeskowiak, Carlo Guthrie, George Haines, Ken Hale, Bill Har-

rington, Steve Hansler, Steve Hartman, Dick Hayes, Charles Heinbach, Tony Hernandez, Scott Herrick, Frank Holbrook, Bill 

Holmes, Don Holt, Delmas Hoppis, Chuck Howell, Floyd Humerickhouse, Steve Huntington, Bob Jackson, Clayton Jolley, Jim 

Jones, Gary Karle, Darrel Kelly, Ken Kenoyer, Phil Kerr, Lewis Killion, Roy Killion, Craig Kincaid, Carl Kinnel, John Krum, Dan Lang, 

Doug Lannon, Steve Lawshe, Ron Lee, Ernest Leedy, Dave Locke, Bruce Lodge, Neil Logan, Jim Major, Chuck Maner, Lisa Marro-

ne, Bob Martines, Mike Mata, Jim Matus, Steve Maurer, Neil McBride, Jim McCarter, John McLaughlin, Bill Meers, Charles 

Meildell, Steve Mello, Jim Mierkey, Alan Miller, Jeff Millar, Ordean Monsen, Bob Monsen, Jim Moranda, Jerry Murphy, Carl Murray, 

Bill Neville, Glen Newman, Jan Newman, Jim  Nolan, Steve Norris, Dennis O’Brien, Bill O’Connor, Tom O’Keefe, Don Olday, Frank  

Orr, George   Osborne, Joe Palmer, Chris Parker, Kim Pennington, Eugene Peterson, Janet Piccola, George Pond, Joe Poole, Loren 

Poore,  Chuck Pruett, Marge Ramsey, Ray Regis, Stephanie Regis, Jim Reid, Howard Riggs, Mike Ritchey, Jeff Row, Jerry Rolph, 

Bradley Romaine, Marc Romero, Barry Rudolph, Don Russell,  Bill Sager, Rudy Saldana, Don Salisbury, Louie Sanchez,  John 

Sanders, Fred Schmidt, John Schnell, Dan Schott, Greg Scott, Joel Semple, Pixie Semple, Ron Serabia, Kit Sherman, Norm Silver, 

Art Smith, Ed Smith, Jim O. Smith, Kathy Smith, Ron Smith, Dick Smithen, Ray Snodgrass, Gary So, Steve Soltz, Grayson Sorrels ,  

Gene Starks, Mary Stock, Jack Story, Rick Swan, Steve Thomas, Mary Tierney, Bob Tinker, Dan Todd, Jesse Torres, Robert Toy, 

Bruce Tubeville, Jim Turner, George Toussaint, Mike Valley, Clint Vance, Hank Van Loon, Jim Van Meter, Carl Vogt, Jim Wagner, 

Bea Walls, Ruth Wasley, Nancy Weatherbie, Hank Weston, Keith White, Craig Williams, Randy Wilson, Tom Wilson, Mike Wites-

man, Dick Witesman,  Darrell Wolf, Steve Woodill, Don Woods and Chad Zrelak 

Active Employee’s who have signed up for payroll deduction  

Eric Abrams, Bradley Adam, Tim Ashworth, Annette Avila, Glenn Barley, Steve Beach, Andy Bennett, Tim Bingham, Greg Birchfield, 

Erik Blakeway, Cody Bogan, Chris Bondy, Mike Bowman, Liz Brown, Seth Brown, Tim Buckley, Chris Bump, Tanya Camper-Lange, 

Shayne Canady, Bryan Carter,  Tonya Castro, Tim Chavez, Josh Chrisman,  Earl Crawford, Daniel Cullen,  Ed Darnall, John 

Dominguez III, Paul Duncan, Matt Dunham, Brian Erickson, Greg Everhart, Duran Gaddy, Alex J. Garcia, Alex M. Garcia, Ralph 

Gladwin,  Jacob Gurrea, Shannan Harris, Dick Harvey, John Hawkins, Alison Hesterly, Scott Heyermann, Patrick Hibbard, Daniel 

Hofshi, Shawn Hogan, Kevin Holland, Todd Hopkins, Scott Jalbert, Jeff Johnson, Mark Johnson, Robert Johnson, John Jones, M. 

Kirkhart, Bill Kissinger, Bill Knight, Jared Krum, David Krussow, Dick Lancaster, Alex Law,  Edwardo Lee, Travis Lemm, Tommy 

Lemus, Joshua Lewis, Trevor Littleton, Barbara Loescher, David Logan,  Anastasiv Lopez, James Lopez, Mike Lopez, Jason 

Luckebach, Cherilyn MacAdam, Grant Malinowski, Jason Marsh, Cathy Mattingly, Bryan McEntire, Dan McPeck, Mike Meddles, 

Chris Miller, Geoff Money, Chad Moxley, Jeff Munyon, Andrew Murphy, Shawn Newman, D. Nish, George Nunez, Colette O’Connor, 

Abby O’Leary, M. Orton, Bill Otterman, Dick Owens, Ryan Pack, Mechele Partridge, Nick Perricelli, Jamie Phillips, Joe Pidgeon, Ken 

Pimlott, Roger Raines, Matt Reischman, Andre Schmidt, Stuart Sharp, Mike Shater, Tom Shoots, Drew Smith, Brook Spelman, 

Lucas Spelman, Owen Starkweather,  Brett Taylor, Diane Thompson, John Toon, Steve Volmer, Steve Ward, Bill Weiser, Ryan 

West, Alicia Whippy, Joshua Williams, Ralph Williams, T. Williams, Cristina Williamson,  Frank Wilson, and Mara Zaver     
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Contribute regularly! The forms for payroll deduction are on our web site. Click on “home” then “payroll deduction forms.” 
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These posters are available in 13”x19” and are $10 each including tax. Shipping & handling is $5.00 for one or all. 

#1 #2 

#3 #4 



San Diego, CA 

STATE FARM INSURANCE 

Agent R.C. Chavez 

San Bernardino, CA 

Mc DONALD—WESTERN 

Escondido, CA 

SB CARGO INC 

Descanso, CA  

CROWN FIRECOACH ENTHUSIASTS 

Santa Monica, CA 

The interest earned will only be 

used after the fund reaches 

$50,000. 

 Those of you who would like to 

contribute to our endowment 

fund may do so by making 

named contributions or you 

might consider making    

changes to your estate to   

provide funding to  continue 

preserving the history of  CDF 

Those who have contributed to 

the Endowment Fund. 

 Jarrel B. Glover              

Your Museum Board of       

Directors created an           

Endowment Fund  opening an 

account with the Mutual Fund 

Company of T. Rowe Price  

located in Baltimore, MD. 

Their Capital Appreciation Fund 

was selected because of its 

investment objective of     

seeking long-term growth while 

preserving the principal.  

The Museum Endowment Fund 

Policy is to preserve the      

principal and provide growth by  

reinvesting the capital gains. 

 George Pond 

 Bill Harington 

 Arthur Jaseau 

 Green Family Trust 

 CDF Firefighters 

 William Clayton 

 Richard Green 

 Wagon Train in memory of 

Leslie Logan 

 Marian Trapp in memory of 

Jack Trapp 

 

These Foundations have contributed to the museum 

STATE FARM FOUNDATION 

VULCAN MATERIALS COMPANY 

CDF-FIREFIGHTERS  BENEVOLENT FOUNDATION 

C o r p o r a t e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  S p o n s o r s  

E n d o w m e n t  f u n d  

F o u n d a t i o n s  G r a n t s  

P a g e  1 1  V o l u m e  1 8  I s s u e  1  

These Corporations have contributed 

to the Museum : 

 

USA LIGHT and ELECTRIC 

Patton, CA 

ANDREWS RANCHO del NORTE  

Downey, CA 

REZEK 

San Bernardino, CA  

ELECTRO SPECIALTY SYSTEMS 

 Steve and Carol Jones in 

Memory of John Hastings  

 Carolyn Tilley in memory of    

Jack Tilley 

 Wagon Train in memory of  

          Bob Yohr, Jim Draper, Blaine  

          Moore, Arlen Cartwright and  

          Hud Banks 

 Norton Kimball 
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A d v e r t i s e  i n  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  b y  

p u r c h a s i n g  a  q u a r t e r  p a g e  a d .  F o u r  

i s s u e s  p e r  y e a r  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  

 

 
California’s Only Memorial 

Dedicated to Wildland Firefighters 

 

Donations help to maintain and update the Memorial.  

Let us remember all who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

California Wildland Firefighter Memorial, Inc. 

P.O. Box 21092 

San Bernardino, CA 92406 

Phone: (909) 881-6984 

WWW.CWFM.INFO 

PayPal available 

 

 

 

 

The Perfect Gift 
Give the Gift of CDF History 

This three-dimensional 24kt gold plated ornament with red   engine is a 

beauty. Representing the 1939 GMC Fire Truck “Big Jimmy”, the famous 

CDF engine, this gift is sure to please the CDF Firefighter, retiree, or CDF 

spouse in your life. 

“Big Jimmy” is mounted in a 5”x5” gift box with a                     commemo-

rative card detailing the engine’s remarkable history. Also suitable for 

framing as a presentation piece. 

This American-made limited edition of 150 is priced at $25    including 

shipping and handling.  As an additional bonus, a  portion of your pur-

chase will be donated to the CalFire Museum. 

 Brought to you by Custom Ornaments 

Order online at ChiefHolt@twc.com or call 951-961-3228  
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 It was not so easy to establish a firm policy for the budgeting of State funds to the U.S. Forest Service 

for the protection of about 5.23 million acres of State and private land within and adjacent to the Nation 

Forests. It had always been difficult to convince fiscal officers and some legislators that the Federal 

Government was not happen to assume most of the cost of protecting small parcel of private land just 

because it might be a practical necessity for the Forest Service to do so while protecting federal land. 

   In addition to fiscal officers and the advisors to the Legislature combining to disparage the State For-

ester’s arguments on behalf of higher allotments to the Forest Service there have been other stumbling 

blocks. The inclination to regard Sam as a Rich Uncle who can well afford to handle the job is unfair and 

illogical but difficult to overcome. And, for a number of years the fiercely independent attitude of many 

oldtimers in the Forest Service did not help. More specifically, its was not until 1957 that the “fire plan 

unit” system for developing this budget area was put into effect. The actual field installation of planned 

crews and patrolmen by the Forest Service, at State request and costs, has been working quite satisfacto-

rily. However, up to the present time (1969) the Legislature has appropriated only about 70 percent of 

the need as declared by the State Forester and Board of Forestry. 

 For the remainder of the timber-watershed lands, approximately 85 percent of the planned need is 

acknowledged by State appropriation. During favorable fire seasons, savings may be made by delayed 

hiring of seasonal crews. During times of genuine fire emergency State field officers are permitted, upon 

their owned responsibility, to make expenditures form the fire emergency fund. 

 For more than a quarter century now the complementary concepts of the Fire Plan of 1940 have pre-

vailed against al personality or political pressure winds. On one hand, the relative job load from place to 

place is determined by specialists in the business, and secondly, the State elects to redeem the State’s 

designated responsibility without any sleight of hand in money matching or grants in aid. Some 26 coun-

ties reimburse the State to the extent of more than six million dollars annually for the rural fire protec-

tion services they have requested. Such a vast program has its myriad problems, but few occur in the vi-

tal structure of basic policy. 

 A rigid policy of fiscal honesty and administrative consistency prevails. I has been found to be the most 

profitable policy in accomplishing the large and difficult project of wildland fire protection in California.  

 

Continued from page 7 

This article taken from the pamphlet “ Evolution of California’s Wildland Fire Protec-

tion System” by: C. Raymond Clar  

 This concludes the Article   



T h e s e  V e n d o r s  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  

a d v e r t i s i n g  s p a c e  i n  y o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  

F o u r  i s s u e s  p e r  y e a r  c h a r g e  $ 2 5 . 0 0  

p e r  y e a r   p e r  c a r d  

P a g e  1 4  N e w s l e t t e r  
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3800 Sierra Way 

San Bernardino, CA 92405 

Phone: 909-881-6984 

E-mail: cdfmuseum@yahoo.com 

Or Current Resident 

H I S T O R I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  A N D  

M U S E U M  

F O R  T H E  

C A L I F O R N I A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

F O R E S T R Y  

Help Us Preserve Our History 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

WWW.CALFIREMUSEUM.COM 
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The picture was take of the Humboldt Unit in April, 1966  
pictured are, front row: Tom  Appel, Jim Olsen John Rhia, Bobbie Groves, 
William A. Jamieson,(Rgr) 
Middle row: Tom Frakes, Jim Simmons 
Back row: Wes Label, Gary Craig, Harry Pritchard, Harry Harp (Assoc) 


